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Section 2.—Federal Government Information Services 
The chief source of statistical information on all phases of the economy of Canada 

is the Dominion Bureau of Statistics where the ten-year and five-year censuses of Canada 
are planned and statistical information of all kinds—federal and provincial—is centralized. 
Certain areas of effort, such as trade and commerce, customs and excise, currency and 
banking, navigation, transportation, radio, population and national defence are con-
stitutionaUy federal affairs and on such subjects the respective departments a t Ottawa 
are the proper sources of information with which to communicate. Other fields of effort 
such as the administration of lands and natural resources, education, roads and highways, 
and health and hospitals are the responsibihty of the provinces and data may be obtained 
concerning the individual provincial efforts in these fields from the respective provincial 
government departments. However, certain federal departments are also concerned with 
specific aspects of these subjects and, as in the case of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
in the co-ordination and presentation of the material for Canada as a whole. The Govern
ment of Canada, while not administering the resources within the provincial boundaries, 
co-operates closely with the provinces and is in a position to furnish material for Canada, 
especially production data on a national basis, marketing data on international, national 
and provincial bases, research work and experimental station data on a national basis 
and also on a provincial basis from Federal Government stations located within particular 
provinces. In agriculture, for instance, data on the breeding of livestock and the improve
ment of strains, on agricultural marketing and on crop yields are cases in point; in forestry, 
questions on forest research, forest fire protection and reforestation offer good examples. 

Certain Federal Government bodies and national agencies, because of the nature of 
their work and the appeal it has to broad sections of the population, are organized primarily 
as information or publicity agencies. Among these are: the Information Division, Depart
ment of External Affairs, which deals with questions about external affairs originating in 
Canada and with general requests originating abroad for information on Canada and 
Canadian affairs; the Trade Publicity Branch, Department of Trade and Commerce; the 
Information Services Division, Department of National Health and Welfare; the Canadian 
Radio-Television Commission; and the National Film Board. The Departments of 
Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry, Indian Affairs and Northern Development, and Energy, 
Mines and Resources, and such agencies as the National Museums of Canada, the National 
Library, and the National Research Council, while not thus classed, are interested in the 
dissemination of information to a greater extent than most of the remaining government 
departments, although several of the latter have publicity branches. 

Thus, inquiries for information of a statistical nature should be forwarded to the 
Information Division, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. Inquiries to federal 
sources for information not of a statistical nature should be sent as a general rule to the 
individual departments and agencies of government which are listed, with their functions, 
a t pp. 127-149 of this publication. Inquiries relating to provincial efforts may be directed 
to the provincial government department concerned. Inquiries about the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories should be addressed to the Northern Administration Branch, 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa. 

Section 3.—Sale of Official Publications 
Under the provisions of the Public Printing and Stationery Act, the Queen's Printer, 

Ottawa, has charge of the sale of all official publications of Parliament and the Government 
of Canada that are issued to the public, as well as of the free distribution of all public 
documents and papers to persons and institutions (libraries) entitled by statutory provisions 
to receive them. The regulations relating to the distribution and sale of government 


